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Complicated legal issues in Parente
murder-suicide
BY ANN GIVENS AND KEITH HERBERT | ann.givens@newsday.com.
keith.herbert@newsday.com
8:53 PM EDT, May 20, 2009

The first legal papers seeking to deal with the estate of Betty Ann Parente, who was
killed along with her two daughters by her husband, William Parente, before he killed
himself last month outside Baltimore, illustrate some of the complicated issues the
courts have to resolve in such cases.

Joseph A. Mazzarella of Massapequa, Betty Parente's cousin and a funeral director,
filed a petition Wednesday in Nassau County Surrogate Court seeking to be put in
charge of an estate worth more than $500,000, court records state.

Mazzarella's petition also seeks to bar any of William Parente's surviving relatives -
about a dozen aunts, uncles and cousins - from having any role in the estate.

Joseph Mazzarella and Sons Funeral Directors is listed on court documents as being
owed $19,000 for Betty Ann Parente's funeral.

William Parente, 59, killed Betty
Ann, 58, and then his daughters at
a hotel north of Baltimore on April
18 while visiting older daughter
Stephanie at Loyola College, near
Towson, Md.

Some other issues that may come
up:

When a whole family dies within a
short period of time, does it matter
who dies first?

Yes. A lot depends on the order in
which the family members died,
said Albert Petraglia, a Uniondale
lawyer who served for many years
as the law secretary in the Nassau
Surrogate Court. In the case of the
Parente family, police said William
killed Betty first, then his two
daughters and finally himself. That
means that by the time the girls
and William died, they could
already have inherited Betty's
assets, lawyers said. 

Who could inherit the Parentes'
belongings? 

Since their children are also dead
and they had no grandchildren,
some of the people who might be
in line to inherit their belongings
are William's and Betty's parents,
their siblings and their first cousins,
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said Patricia Harold, a Garden City
trusts and estates lawyer. 

Does it change anything if
authorities find that William Parente
murdered his family?

Yes, it changes everything. If he
did, then he and his beneficiaries
are not allowed to inherit any of
their belongings - even if he is the
one designated to inherit them,
estate lawyers said. 

But haven't police already
determined that William Parente
killed his family? 

Yes, but that's not the same as
determining it was a murder, said
Ira Bloom, a professor at Albany
Law School and chair of Trusts and
Estates Law section of New York
State Bar Association. For that, a
judge must find that he knew what
he was doing at the time of the
killings and was not insane, Bloom
said. 

Is there anyone who would benefit
if a judge found that William
Parente was found to be insane? 

Creditors to whom William owed
money could benefit, since they
could probably collect from
William's estate, but not from
Betty's or the girls'. 

How is life insurance affected when
there is a murder or a suicide? 

It depends on the policy, but
usually life insurance policies will
be paid out when the insured
person commits suicide, as long as
they don't commit suicide within a
short amount of time (usually one
to three years) after taking out the
policy, said Tony Steuer, a Los
Angeles-based life insurance
analyst. That rule is to prevent
people who are in financial trouble
from taking out life insurance
policies on themselves and then
killing themselves so that their

families will collect the money.
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